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Welcome te Our World. wcer Kids in
Peru crealed this sign. The red shows a
trail that they made. The green words say
“Children’s Forest” in Sponish.

Kids at Work

Since 2001, the Kids have spent a lot of time
exploring their land. The Children's Forest is
like a never-ending field trip.

For instance, the forest gives kids a chance
o be wildlife wizards: By studving footprinis
and droppings, kids have learned how to track
animals. Rain forest creatures include monkevs,
shoths, and river otters.

Kids have also mide and marked many trails
through the Children's Forest. Along the way,
they have camed 1o identify many different
kinds of wild plants. In fact, the children used
their new knowledge to write 2 nature guide.

It helps visitors (o the Children'’s Forest learn
what they are looking at.

The kids have even found wavs 1 make
money—without destroying their min forest.
Children collect nuts, seeds, and leaves that fall
naturally. Then they use them to make and sell
crafis, Money from the sales helps pay for trail
sigms and other things.

Sa far, the kids who run the Children's Forest
are doing exactly what Joagquin Leguia had
hoped. They explore their land. They take care
of their land. And they love their land.

good ideaf What would you do if you

hatd youir own forest?

H Do you think the Children’s Forest is a

Wild Place. i1 Speeding through the
frees, this scarle! mocaw is just one of
countless rain forest animals, Humans are
shill learning whal lives in rain forests.

Movdsmiii-Dicimeds DH0S

Wordwise
conservahon: prolecting
Eorth's places, planis, ond
animals

pollution: anything that
harms air, land, or watar
rain forest: wooded area

that gets ot least four inches
of rain each menth
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children poddie a cogoe

made from g lreeffunk.

Rain Forests

Leguia began testing his idea in 2001 He talked
with people in the southeastern part of Peru,
That's a country in South America.

The people Leguia met live in a Tain forest.
A rain forest bs a wooded area that gets at least
four inches of rain a month. Most rain forests
are tropical. That means they are in places
which are warm all vear long.

Rain forests are important in many wiys.
They make oxygen for us to breathe, And they
take harmful gases from our air.

Rain forests are also habitats. Those are
places where plants and animals live, Roughly
half of Earth’s plant and ammal specics, or
kinds; live in rain forests.

Prespite all this, humans are destroying ram

forests. The amount of rain forest lost each year

is roughly the size of Florida.

Lepuia asked the peaple to set aside part of
the rain forest for children. A fiest, adults said
ra, They needed land for hunting and finding
food. Buat they tater gave the kids a large piece
of land. It i now called the Children's Forest.
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Who's the Boss?

Managing a forest i a big job. How would the
kids handle it? They started by electing officers
and a president, The leaders would serve for
a year. Then there would be a new election.
The officers’ main job is deciding how 1o
care tor the forest. To do so, the leaders hold
meetings with other kids. They also get ideas
from teachers, park rangers, and other adults.
In the end. though, the children choose what
to do. Then they work together 1o make it
happen. As you can imagine, they've baen busy.

Manoua Geconumsss Exroiie
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Children
inCharge

Kid,ﬁ i:ﬁ PE"I"'U hﬂ'\l"E‘ d i arth has big problems. Rain forests are

shrinking, Many wild animals are in

. danger of dying out. Pollution spoils air
EPECIE"‘, redson 'Fﬂ r and water. ’;I?HJH :Lr:: jEEl a few of the p:ihhtcms.,

. Adults have tried to solve these problems.

tak ﬁg care of Their efforts are called conservation. That
: - means protecting Earth's wild places, plants,
thEl r ram ‘FD PESt and animals,
; Conservation is tough. In fact, it's one of
ThE}l’ oWn {'t_ the hardest challenges facing the world wday.

Protecting natire can reqguire that lﬁu‘npl-r
change how they hive. Doing so can cost time
and maoney.

Despite the difficulties, people have made
some progress in taking care of our planet.
Some rivers, for example, are now cleancr than
before. Yet theres much more work left (o do.

S how can humans improve Earth's health?
Joaquin Leguia (Hwa keen luh Gwig uh) has an
idea. He does conservation in South America.

Leguia says kids are the key to saving our
planet, He thinks children who fove nature wall
take better care of it—bath now and later. So
he finds ways to help kids love nature.

The best way to do that, Leguia says, is to
give kids a piece of nature. It could be a forest,
a field, or even a small garden. The main thin
Ejl' Peter Winkler is that kids own il.ﬂpliarc it, and care for it :

:..J'
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